Memorial Day Celebration
Interview Techniques

Before the interview

Who do you and your parents know that has served or is serving in the U.S. Military?

Be sure to get in touch with the person to be interviewed in advance, explaining your project and arrange a time for the interview.

To get the interview started

Situate yourself and the person being interviewed in a comfortable situation.

Encourage an easy flow between questions and answers.

Tips for conducting the interview

Remind yourself that the point of the interview is to get the person being interviewed to tell his or her story.

Ask questions that require more than a yes or no for an answer.

Ask only one question at a time.

Keep your questions brief and to the point.

Don’t let periods of silence fluster you; the person being interviewed needs time to think.

Remember to aim your questions at getting specific information, but pay attention also to impressions that the person being interviewed is willing to share.

Take an interest in any photographs or documents the person is willing to share.

Be patient……If the veteran is giving more information than you need, politely explain that you have enough information for your Memorial Day essay.

The Interview

The Interviewer 


Name -

The Interviewee 


Name –


Branch of the Military –

· What is your full name?

· What branch of the military did you join and what was your rank?

· Where were you stationed?

· When did you join the Military?  Was the United States involved in any war or conflicts?  

· Why did you join?  Did you have a choice?

· What were your hopes or dreams at that time?

· What were your thoughts about the military when you joined?

· What did other family members think about you joining the military?

· What kind of training did you receive?

· What was a typical day in the service like?
· Is there any day or event that you especially remember?

· Was your military experience what you expected?

· What kind of people did you meet in the military? Did you make friends in the service?

· Did you travel while you were in the military?

· Did you learn any skills or get any education while serving in the military?

· Did your military involvement change your political views, outlook on life, or your behavior?

· Do you think all U.S. citizens should serve in the military?

· Do you have any ties with the military or veteran organizations today?

· What does Memorial Day mean to you?

Could you please explain your thought(s) on……..

Please expand on your views about ……….

